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The Theosophical Turn of Annie Besant:
Religion, Science and Reform
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Abstract

Annie Besant (1847-1933) was a prominent social reformer who was involved in
numerous causes in the late 19th and early 20th centuries including secularism, socialism,
trade unionism, theosophy and India self-rule. Her seemingly disjointed activities and
especially her conversion to theosophy have often been a subject of controversy among her
contemporaries and present difficulties for historians seeking coherence in her life. The
article seeks to explain why Besant joined the Theosophical Society in 1889, an occultist group
dedicated to the promotion of Eastern thought. Contrary to the conventional view that this
move marked a flight from reason and reality, it regards Besant’s turning to theosophy as not
only a reasoned response to the problems confronted by Christianity, science and reform at the
fin de siecle, but also a prime example of the similar spiritual and intellectual quest of many
reformers and intellectuals of the time. Theosophy, to Besant, was not only an alternative belief
in response to the Victorian crisis of faith, but also offers a set of critiques of modern science
that was becoming increasingly dominated by scientific naturalism. Through the mobilization
of eastern thought, Besant further advocated an immanentist philosophy, with an emphasis on
the ethical duty of self-sacrifice, that helped to sustain her unswerving commitment to practical
reform.

Keywords: Theosophy, Theosophical Society, Occultism, Crisis of Faith, Scientific
Naturalism
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1889 fEF:H - HRZLAIEH44 ( George Bernard Shaw, 1856-1950 ) 7 3 B e i,
] (Z#) (TheStar) B g FEH (AR AHERE ? ) ERdh > B4R
27 - HAx (Annie Besant, 1847-1933 ) —{tfiy&¢ #5511 ( Fabian Society ) [EER1IER
TSN o MU R K R A A AR A= > (RS - T 1% 2g | (Theosophical
Society ) fE2HATIFREE » SMINFER HARM LSS - JA0M > AT 1k
[ELOEEE - B BB T eSS | 2B ENEKE  WER o R
FEBUMNEE S @R EEEEA 5 1907 4 IEFEHAEG TR - AEgH! -

HARERO45E1S - i I S RN BRIV » TR ARG Rt - (R 1
2 ) (Theosophy) ? ffEE " fIEEEE , 7 IEE BARNCERRTEELH X -
& EFEFATR A — R R 2R - i R T e — ([ 5 R E S R T BRI A
dH4&% Coccultistgroup) ? ARIEIE LE—IRE - S5FFHE— D RB I BHE S A nE SO EAY 2%
EEERE > R T EE ) T REERBZ ) K T E MR

it AR Ry T L CR 2 S ac o) s A B i R B e A M
ENEA Folfh o DEERERHCESAE A28 (WL T. Stead, 1849-1912) ## H xRy it
e ELi BRI EERY (apostolic) 2tk < 2 B (B RIEFH - HrtE (Philip
Snowden, 1864-1937) 3T HARMEEA T@EECIA BRI > W H 24 T DU

Feye® e EREM LIRSS - HHEF] (George Lansbury, 1859-1940) &
5 BHGEEEAENBUESH  PEEE B g e gt -

! Bernard Shaw, “Mrs. Besant’s Passage through Fabian Socialism,” in The Annie Besant Centenary Book, ed.,
James H. Cousins (Adyar, Madras: The Besant Centenary Celebrations Committee, 1947), pp. 17-24, at pp. 23-
24, b e g FeR > 3@ k0 %5 ArmsandtheMan (1894) ¢ 4 & 7 rd B A di s 5 E A ot

2 W. T. Stead, “Character Sketch: October. Mrs. Annie Besant,” Review of Reviews, 4 (Oct., 1891), pp. 349-367, at
p. 349.
3 (Multiple authors) Dr. Annie Besant. Fifty Years in Public Work (London: Leighton, 1924), p. 25.
4 George Lansbury, “Mrs. Besant as a Politician,” in Cousins, The Annie Besant Centenary Book, pp. 25-33, at p.
25.
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HfxsE )\ f) > R S e g > BHAR A - sPEHIES) - (1Y
LD - TEEs) - ESEe) L HIaEE)E - BREES R BRI
FAHSREHAE S - HARGERREAE S I B AR BRE » iRy S Fies 1 A BERG - R0
AN Z RSO S E BRI > i BEE [ (R R 20t > /22
EH S NEHIRL (2 3

B — R L RS TR (G. West) » 548 HAR—4= 70w " BugE:
ey HY " ErH L (spectacle) » BIEZ ARG S0/ N R A A AN % i
ZEAL > EE DR R R R A S PR T | o & B & E - (S hE =R B ARE
i R BRI IOEES - R E—UIRSE T » WAGREM " HEE , EE

"EEGE BT SERE - ° WERTRS (A Nethercot) TEMIERE 25 S A Ry Ak AGTREAT(ERD
g FEREAEROSHE  T5EE T ELIERE ) 5T N, BETEHNPESE
ERERPMETIGE ST - (E0EMER AR e gk - °

R R A O R - BTSRRI LT i R H L RS
HELREZBERAFEEFES e - @8 BARKRIINE - &5 HCE R
RIMEELU—CER - ERBELN A E# BRI mF ML - &ikAE
ARbgE 2 TR -

TEH AR S EEE T > XD e S L R 2 Ik - MR T sh SRR AV
TEEhSE o Fyfof Wt ? REEARER - PR E T AR T/ BB ERS
FEERRT] > IS ¢ M E A 2 AR~ BT B R o DURETRY T E IR
% | (paranormal phenomena ) *4I[HEE ~ &7 ~ &7 ~ L EEEE B JIMUHEZE LR
& o DUE RIS ARER Y o B BRI (S - SRR BRSNS E - Bk E

5 Geoffrey West, Mrs. Annie Besant (London: Gerald Howe, 1927), pp. 7, 12, 88.

6 A. Nethercot, The First Five Lives of Annie Besant (London : R. Hart-Davis, 1961), p. 9; A. Nethercot, The Last
Four Lives of Annie Besant (London : R. Hart-Davis, 1963), pp. 461-462.

7 %R G. Bernard Shaw, “Annie Besant and the ‘Secret Doctrine’,” The Freethinker, December 14, 1947, p. 450;
George Bernard Shaw, An Autobiography 1856-1898 (New York: Weybright and Talley, 1969), p. 85; Arthur H.
Nethercot, “G. B. S. and Annie Besant,” Bulletin (Shaw Society of America), Vol. 9, No. 1 (Sept. 1955), pp. 1-14;
Nethercot, The Last Four Lives of Annie Besant; Anne Taylor, Annie Besant: A Biography (Oxford : Oxford
University Press, 1992), pp. 249, 330; Willard Wolfe, From Radicalism to Socialism (New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1975), pp. 232-238.

SR HF g r 1920 8 Ris 2 g oS4 ek AR F L2 5 T4 IR % (psychic phenomenon) &

Mz p 227 % | (supernatural phenomenon) o & < 3§ & * 3% > «,f & &Y.
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JEIEHEHE » ARG 2 ARt 5L - eSS piiy B M B P B
GEHIEESE - °

FLRHE » INVE S s 2 2 - 2B - B{H (Max Weber, 1864-1920 ) £
M - REE (Emile Durkheim, 1858-1917) % AAER((EEEsRELEE > SHELFUA
AR iR SO SR R0 T BRI | (disenchantment ) HYEFE o
TEStE—tE T AFISRF VR » R AREE > IR - th— TR
{E J (secularisation ) FEFE DARIEE Kyl - f52k 1 " BRX(E , (modernisation ) HJELE »

TR B TIRAYE ) INEE AT B RASCIHIE TSR - EILER T o SR
S TP E SR RS L ~ FHEEE AT 2 2 B - SRRy S
ABEMZAMES  BAFRERBIRSEE " Hab BT AL WIEERRE -
R - (R BRI Y E2 22 28] (spiritualist movement ) ~ it E2{E L (occultist
revival ) DUSAR BT RRHERFREnT v ETRE - Qg TR 28580 28
G ~ RIERME ~ RERIEE » JhERROE Y - 1O

PRI - AT R AT - B EIE TSR 1R
ELRRA R SR )y 24 TR A T RE T

AR ~ NEERVEGE - HeFE) 7 EIEAR R R B ER M EHY
B - 4CHT - ST (Keith Thomas, 1933-) fEMAVBRRIMEE(F (REHRIAZ T
AR R SRR E A F R IEGHE A Kk RS REA > ffE h 28
FIRfMG ~ ARES ~ TR ~ S R R RS - M TS NSRBI R T
SERFAMGAE R DU ERE Ry B & A S et - Sk B i Raviget - fET

N

[E]%

//)Q’

O BldoT iR v BERfTAR D fenik g RS o rAR B 2 A FH E 8 E G PP TS D John
Saville, A Selection of the Social and Political Pamphlets of Annie Besant (New York: A. M. Kelley, 1970).

10 % B Max Weber, “Science as a Vocation,” in H. H. Gerth and C. Wright Mills eds., From Max Weber: Essays
in Sociology (London: Routledge, 1991), pp. 129-156. %ty ¢ & & stz 34 » 4B Alex Owen, The Place of
Enchantment: British Occultism and the Culture of the Modern (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2004),
pp. 1-16; S. J. D. Green, Religion in the Age of Decline: Organisation and Experience in Industrial Yorkshire,
1870-1920 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), pp. 1-30. ¢ & & i v 3@ & £ 7 » 4B Owen
Chadwick, The Secularization of the European Mind in the Nineteenth Century (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1975).

11 Keith Thomas, Religion and the Decline of Magic (London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1971), p. ix, 9.;5 3& #78¢
RO 2 BAIE T E RN RANY PRI RAEEL A AL BRA /R E e
A FALH RIT AT S R it 2 B3 0 % B Keith Thomas, “An Anthropology of Religion and Magic, I1,”
Journal of Interdisciplinary History, Vol. 6 (1975), pp. 91-109.
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(R — B B PR EG % > ACHERRE - (i USRS BR85S B BRSO
B 2G5S - BT R EUm LR E 2 SUEIRG - BIAItEER ~ B E ST - REE
(ERREZ IEE M (BthPE /KAl S - B L Hy ~ 2y ~ T ERMERY |, EAR A -
—EE R R s o

HR > RS T EoRER - {Ff (Michel Foucault, 1926-1984 ) k55353 -
FLIE (Thomas Kuhn, 1922-1996 ) S5 ARUsZ2E T » TR T &R EIE 0 AR
PR S R B B2 A i Ry — FH IR 2 B M ~ BEAN G B B R P~ e EL 4R AR
i — B g S EARES 16 B A S BUa TN 0 P SRR o L — R e »
R ZAHUERAPIEERHER S EARE THHEER  TAHEER
R HIE A8 R R (B (E B 25 2 S M Rt & AT 52 - il T s 2
0y TIEIESR ) BRI ARty B EER - ARG - tinEE R BRI - S4B b
PEH > AR TREE  NEIIE > TR TR SRR RS EERE
HEE R AR - I —BIEER 2T RHE L A HAR — AT
FEER - BESLY R LABIAR - Ath S R e2 st & > ER SR O g - 1

BEAh > B EEAEAK > B2 FURBAATRER T 5 {Lam it | (secularization theory ) -
N7 TR =R R O B LR s ieRE - Y B R E] > 5y

12 % @ Peter Burke, What is Cultural History? (Cambridge: Polity, 2004); Anna Green, Cultural History
(Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008); Lynn Hunt, ed., The New Cultural History (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1989).

B i35 G g B w AE » % B Michel Foucault, “Society Must be Defended”: Lectures at the Collége de
France 1975-76 (New York: Picador, 1997); Michel Foucault, The Archaeology of Knowledge (London:
Routledge, 1991); Jan Golinski, Making Natural Knowledge: Constructivism and the History of Science
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998) - ¥7 & ~ 3 Xg4p B 2z 17 # ¥ i » 4§ Alex Owen, The
Darkened Room: Women, Power and Spiritualism in Late Victorian England (London: Virago Press, 1989);
Roger Luckhurst, The Invention of Telepathy (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002); Owen, The Place of
Enchantment; John van Wyhe, Phrenology and the Origins of Victorian Scientific Naturalism (Aldershot:
Ashgate, 2004); Nicola Bown and Carolyn Burdett, eds., The Victorian Supernatural (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2004); Jill Galvan, The Sympathetic Medium: Feminine Channeling, the Occult, and
Communication Technologies 1859-1919 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2010); S. McCorristine, Spectres of
the Self: Thinking about Ghosts and Ghost-Seeing in England, 1750-1920 (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2010); A. Butler, Victorian Occultism and the Making of Modern Magic: Invoking Tradition (Basingstoke:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2011); Tatiana Kontou and Sarah Willburn, eds., The Ashgate Research Companion to
Nineteenth-Century Spiritualism and the Occult (Surrey: Ashgate, 2012).

Yop— @2 FlLAMEp » IR R P AT TR T - 2 6 RS R Rt ok g4 AT
P2 B M VR R JOe B A 2 2 IR g DR G - TARERR P @ 2
’bﬁifiiﬁfﬁ’ AR MWL B A RB s ;‘pﬁt#ﬁ hz {&%&Ez‘”{@im: LR e EXAp RN
T EHREHFDE b xl B2 4 W B2 97 o 48 Frank M. Turner, Contesting Cultural Authority
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993); Mark Poster, Cultural History + Postmodernity: Disciplinary
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PRI BEET Y AEER - FERAEHAIERER » REILIE SR FEAE
IFZEAREE T Frgfsifs - Ry T ZonEe o BT TR B SRR
ZEPABA RN DU HEBRE 2 R E O 8% > R LR RBHERTH
Bl o Z IR B MBS AR S ISR Bl B > Bk ~ H 88~ S BT
RS G S NENEGES B EI RS T BGRE  FERE %
A RSB S DU R4 -

EER A o BB AR R A AT MR SAETTE R E 24
W R A Z Bk - ASCHEE T E AR 23 WA BLS H R 50 hebabt7e T A8 2 EH
i MR E RS T Z ARG L TAE - DUETTHEG S EME: - 1 Bl mlRE =
—A LT > BT HATEREG VR Z BAR B RS - DU B
B ERAIHEM 5 Pl DUHEEMN = AR5 B SR V)AL - TREIER2 - B
B G E =070 o P HER RS N T

HoRefat - B2 m > MEEAEERASEIESE - FRTEARA
aEM - H WEEZNEAREREA JrER RS E NS HE B
e AMEE MG EERR K - HOO fEE AR S R T - (R SRy B A
A RS E AT > WAERETERERE - &% - BB EEAT
> AR HSHE T TRt — B A — e B B PR TE 2
SEHEUUETIF -V BRI S - NME AT A LR AL B
BHFRRN— M INEHP ORI g ~ SUEEBUG S A E D) [ -

Readings and Challenges (New York: Columbia University Press, 1997), pp. 134-152.

%5 dpM ¢ B3t 0 %8 David Nash, “Reconnecting Religion with Social and Cultural History: Secularization’s
Failure as a Master Narrative,” Cultural and Social History, Vol. 3, No. 1 (2004), pp. 302-325; Howard Kerr,
ed., The Occult in America: New Historical Perspectives (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1986), pp. 1-37;
Peter Mandler, “Cultural Histories Old and New: Rereading the Work of Janet Oppenheim,” Victorian Studies,
Vol. 41, No. 1 (Autumn 1997), pp. 69-105; Ira Katznelson and Gareth Stedman Jones, eds., Religion and the Political
Imagination (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010); S. J. D. Green, Religion in the Age of Decline:
Organisation and Experience in Industrial Yorkshire, 1870-1920 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996).

16 gv— B o ZF 02 Quentin SKinner $F3% 7 M K SLAr A SEHWT L 2 2 —F BB G AET A N RILfER Mz
PE i & 324 > 4B Quentin Skinner, “Truth and Explanation in History,” in M. E. H. Nicolette Mout and Werner
Stauffacher, eds., Truth in Science, the Humanities, and Religion (Dordrecht: Springer, 2010), pp. 89-95;
Quentin Skinner and Christopher Ricks, “Up for Interpretation or What Is This Thing that Hearsay Is Not?”
Literary Imagination, Vol. 14, No. 1 (2012), pp. 125-142; Quentin Skinner, “Lecture A: Truth and the Historian,”
Academia Sinica, Taipei, May 2013. ¥ % B ##g (v > ;% #% 4 5& & Mark Bevir, The Logic of the History of
Ideas (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), chapters 5 & 6.

i AEMRL - 2 AL észf?a*ﬁ"”h%i;“ A AEFRFERDT R A G R P b

MoAFTELIA LR RAE . P ARl HAET > 7 HBAFER c HALS T &

119



N S Ve LR R TR T TN Y J 1T

3~ d AR EIH TS

HANBEF Y E - ahnyE et EIEE— AFTE - HpriaE - T2
ZHLERAVER PSS E S EIFL - ° IREEE Y HAES IR T IRE
EHe L F TR R AVEABA SR | - © B —4 » ETWEEITET - HiEk
BEITAIFEAO IR S » i Eas i AR AR © fsm S RS R EEE - IR 58

(Secularism) F[+1& T2 » SR A EES) - FEUI -

ZZYE - {LLFE (Annie Wood ) 7 1847 EH{ A=A 2 (ZHY4E % A1) 2 £ (1831-1901 )
—EE R RETERSRE - CFH - BEREESS > DB TURIEEFEAA
RPELZHERE - AARNRIELETE L EAES £388 0 Rpl& ERalEe
HE > WALE FERrEESCABNR > #eEZeE T R H - BRI EEg Eh
HFER - BB B4emReErmBiB e ldE IR EEERSE -
EHBHEE L EEE T WAL (REBER) MEEEZ (KRER) T
BRI S > F L Oy NRCE RS R AT AT E T - A
AYIETE SRS RS AR BLE - BEEFHB RS L —ERENERCY - B
AR SRR et B/ VRIS R — U AEVE ~ B B RN IRES
Ay - 2

—HEE > ARG EAEEN AR - HA% (Frank Besant) > #hZJ 484
ffi 2 R E BAE B LT HEERS  #ELIERM BT - B4R B B A
& BRI T Ea R B E B —R 2 T ZORETF NLEIERE -
SR > EARANE 5278 SRR B B [EIRE N B AR TR S R R IR E E B S
EE > ISR E N AR, - P

18 Annie Besant, Annie Besant: An Autobiography (London: T. Fisher Unwin, 1893), p. 5.

19 Ppeter van der Veer, Imperial Encounters: Religion and Modernity in India and Britain (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 2001), p. 63.

20 Besant, Annie Besant, pp. 35-57; Annie Besant, Autobiographical Sketches (London: Freethought Publishing
Company, 1885), pp. 16-27.

2L Besant, Annie Besant, pp. 65-69, 71, 81.
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HRRA 5020 - 1871 4% > SRR » 2RAT ey » #Z THVMESEAZ 5 e
LM saF (U LA P St g /Y T (S {8%E ) (crisis of faith ) JEl# - BRIMRES
B4 - MEE RS EMNREEE - B5E AR AEmE RSN EEAFGERS
PR F RS ZENRSEZ Y R EAREEREERE T "R, T
B ek B TR IIEET ) FMS RS GH - MG A ERME R EEEK - B
IR e B AR 2 Fan - (Rl e A B B (S (R S R R B AR 5 e
BEEEE - LOBRBTIRER - BARSNEEEGEE R0 - A EHEEEWM > I
B Z FA A TR - BEA SR B HAETSARTEEE - b5
Yz 22 > s e — 50 - RRNEFNRREN > BUEAEBREEER W E
ZIEM— PR - HARME 1873 SRR T 0fE » WE X - At g - EFEIr
EiE - 2

G REEN A B  (HERAFI SN B B2 s SR geE
B o FERAEENT » dhth BAGEE F H M SR R A - 2 18744 H
AR EZaEEE] " 2EFR g, (National Secular Society ; 1866-) HYE {# ]
Yy (BT ) (National Reformer ) » ZRIEFLIS 2~ - e 53R {HH#H) (Secularist

movement ) ©

SR G 1860 2 1880 A —ROB#EBUEES T » XFRFEL KA T T
P - FECEEEREGE T 2R S - ' TRE T RS EE) AR A G DL
RAVERMEREFIE R IR ERA R SR R R U R
TR BUE L FEE HEAVMNERGERRS - TS UCE - RERE - Ik
FBEHEEE - TAHEGSEER LG - FHEE - & (B9E% ) (Blasphemy Laws )
WCEEIFAE ~ BEE (R BT M B B A A P A b —3EENRR R i B FE(S (]
Sam - RS GEHERE R 5T B HEAEES) ( freethought movement )
2T ERIE®S R T H B ) (freethinker ) -

2 Besant, Annie Besant, p. 117.

B gk v R.& 32 On the Deity of Jesus of Nazareth (London: Thomas Scott, 1873); According to Saint John
(London: Thomas Scott, 1873); On the Nature and Existence of God (London: Thomas Scott, 1874). 4§t k.
HeF2FAT RERFHFEoR & TS £R& T. R Wright, The Religion of Humanity: The Impact
of Comtean Positivism on Victorian Britain (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986), p. 157.

2 Bz iEde 0 4B Edward Royle, Victorian Infidels: The Origins of the British Secularist Movement 1791-
1866 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1974); Edward Royle, Radicals, Secularists and Republicans:
Popular Freethought in Britain, 1866-1915 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1980).
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HUMESIR Y ok - B ZROESIE — R ERE T iEeiEeT ) (atheist) - (HE
AL ST TN ARG o dRaE - Ao IEERE T A (no God ) o TTERY
R e i (without God ) » PRUR M REAERE B A7 AT - 2° BRI EEh fEFRk
B A FEHEEES - (HA IR - JRED T B AR > ARfF R L0AR
RPN 7 BLHEE SR D HSE R HRIE - S FEI A% L - ISR 5% I
AR A B TE) - S B EG IR ARG - B T ROE
BT KA o AEMTE R - AEMBIOMH AR - &2 ER ARSI bt E
BURHIRES TR > THE | (secular) [IIER EFEBHIRAY] - IEEZE BT
LA

HBEAGH®RAXZ - MENER " 2B GE | BlgR > HgRERLT - AhfE
7 (Charles Bradlaugh, 1833-1891 ) 754 » i Bk [ S M5RE BUABLIETEEE S -
HANRAY] > B R B MR - R 2 BUGRTEU R R RS - TR -
FREMEG - BFEER - SO ARSI R AR B e T S R - 2

H 1870 EUHHEE - ARSI A ERESNHF2MH > REREGHBUAT
T HEREE > Ry BARE T S —HT#AE - 1870 SFAORI » JRRRE AKORA R
PR w2 TEREIRAESEF  BIANRIEERSE N CBNY - &858 - (£
EA e B ESEFRE - BV FEEZSBAUR B E RV IRBLIERE - R
e £ AR -

IRUES B & FRE BRI — IR W R ARATS -
g9EREE - BUEUCE - o B REREAEHERE - AR/ EREAEREE
B - 2EPR e ) EERE B SRR E R SPOR (1t g E
FEASCHE B2 BT > SRR AThE - eEfEE) AL - 4
7E TEAAEFLREN - DURPRGES LR P2 - 1880 (X > 11 g EXEISU

% Annie Besant, The Gospel of Atheism (London: Freethought Publishing Company, 1877), p. 5.

% 1876 & > B Ffo® 4k 4 Flptex &7 2 34 % (the Knowltontrial) & B4 < ok o e F 42520 > § - £
TR ORI - RERFFERETRAOMERD I BEEET T B/ (FF2LHF) (Fruits o
Philosophy ) » f§ 4= (:£#& d14;2 ) (Obscene Publications Act, 1857) @ i3 2|2 » Farpt F > A L 4o
Ee W EATERIFCF BRI P F o N EREE S FEUPRTGELEL X AT T HE KD ¢
PP ERE Ry F G BAE ARG o kXN E R AT ERLBE L&A
EREZT AERE B 2T EAE - MY 2 > £ B Susan Budd, Varieties of Unbelief: Atheists and
Agnostics in English Society 1850-1960 (London: Heinemann, 1977), pp. 56-60; Besant, Annie Besant, pp. 205-
244 -
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Tt T [E | (Social Democratic Federation ; 1882 ) ~ T #Z#8+¢t+ | (1884) & "1t
& £ ) (Socialist League 5 1885) [ERKIT » ANt & HIE 2 Ak -t AICE
NSl EE S - RS g EEREE — A E Rk
LR R tEEE A R (A TR ER T R H R ERET g ERAEHS
2 MIRE > S5 AR S S B R R AR - s Ao TAIIA - ¥

SR E SN R - B 1880 ST EitE & ERE TR 2 15 - tIERH
HEEIZEHR - IRE OB e TS B o BRI RER Qs e
Pt G R R BT 0 AE 1885 AEAIALL THENCE ) 1 TIBIATRNS  ETEKY

"B - 28

HAARILER AN B Foay (B SUR Ef £ EEHE ARG 7y - A5 [SBEIAKR
B o BLFE—ECABH - 705 PRIEE SR - e EAR TR B TR, - P R
A EARNIA BB (LAY A A RaE A R - 38R SRR E S~ e
— 40 T TENHILICREAA RN E ) B T R R ESETIE ) RS - % RS AE
LFUERS R TAE > SRR 2RI E BRI ST - s EE - >

HAMAH G LR R S LB MBI R EEEE - g T
FEFEMEEE T S Z T fane A e A - LTS SRR BERE
URIRCTR ~ S TAEIRME ~ BURBUAIBEYNEDR T AL ~ T eiss - FIGEGLTT
HHE  #/ 0 T B EEZe H 552 - AR 208 H TS /78
1887 4 11 H 13 H RyZetifFHLANNE;( Trafalgar Square )& & 25 < Fr 22 iy i (7>
DUKe 1888 fEHV KL TRE T4 - RIERNE 7 & SRR EE & " MAERFH |

(Bloody Sunday ) » — ASET ~ #i-+ A2 G K FE AWHH - HABEA AT L= E
T Ry B T T AR REE | (Law and Liberty League ) > f2it=]AR:
REPLAEVEGE) > B Y SO TEREEEM - REAE R EEE

27 % @ Edward Royle, ed., The Infidel Tradition from Paine to Bradlaugh (Manchester: Manchester University
Press, 1976), pp. 174-180.

28 2 @ Annie Besant, “Why I am a Socialist,” in John Saville, A Selection of the Social and Political Pamphlets
of Annie Besant (New York: A. M. Kelley, 1970). j* prd @b 1At ¢ 1 HiFE b ehF Locd ¥ & 32
Bernard Shaw, John Burns, Edward Carpenter, J. L. Joynes, Henry Salt, William Clarke, Edward Aveling,
Herbert Burrows, John Bruce Glasier, Tom Maguire, Tom Mann, George Lansbury % * -

2 2 @ G.W. Foote, “The Latest Apostle of Socialism,” Progress, June 1886, pp. 266-273.

30" Shaw, “Mrs. Besant’s Passage through Fabian Socialism,” in The Annie Besant Centenary Book, p. 18.

31 Besant, Annie Besant, pp. 315-316.
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35 2 B Walter E. Houghton, The Victorian Frame of Mind, 1830-1870 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1957),
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%6 % B James Moore, “Theodicy and Society: The Crisis of the Intelligentsia,” in Bernard Lightman and Richard
Helmstadtler, eds., Victorian Faith in Crisis (Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1990), pp. 153-186.
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Epistemology from Theosophy to the New Age (Leiden: Brill, 2004).
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Esotericism,” in Peter Bernard Clarke, ed., The Oxford Handbook of the Sociology of Religion (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2009), pp. 783-800, at pp. 784-786.

42 2 g H. P. Blavatsky, The Key to Theosophy (Pasadena, CA: Theosophical University Press, 2002 [1889]), p.
58; Annie Besant, The Ancient Wisdom: An Outline of Theosophical Teachings (London: Theosophical
Publishing Society, 1899), pp. 5-7.

43 2 g H.P. Blavatsky, The Secret Doctrine (London: Theosophical Publishing Company, 1888), p. vii, xxxiv, xI.

44 2 g Arthur Lillie, Madame Blavatsky and Her “Theosophy”: A Study (London: Swan Sonneschein & Co.,
1895), p. vii.

4% 2 B Bruce F. Campbell, Ancient Wisdom Revived: A History of the Theosophical Movement (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1980), pp. 103-111.
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6 paERGEER 0 4B Alan Gauld, The Founders of Psychical Research (London: Routledge and Kegan
Paul, 1968); Ruth Brandon, The Spiritualists: The Passion for the Occult in the Nineteenth and Twentieth
Centuries (New York: Prometheus Books, 1984); Janet Oppenheim, The Other World: Spiritualism and
Psychical Research in England, 1850-1910 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985); Logie Barrow,
Independent Spirits: Spiritualism and English Plebeians, 1850-1910 (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1986);
Alex Owen, The Darkened Room: Women, Power and Spiritualism in Late Victorian England (London: Virago
Press, 1989; reprint Chicago University Press, 2004); Owen, The Place of Enchantment. ¥ #Jiz 3 > £ & H
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48 % g Blavatsky, The Key to Theosophy, p. xii, 31; H. S. Olcott, Inaugural Address of the President of the
Theosophical Society (New York: Theosophical Society, 1875); Prothero, “From Spiritualism to Theosophy,”
Religion and American Culture, pp. 203-205.

49 % B Oppenheim, The Other World, pp. 162-174; Frank Podmore, Modern Spiritualism: A History and a
Criticism (London: Menthuen & Co., 1902), pp. 175-176.
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Yale University Press, 1974); John J. Cerullo, The Secularization of the Soul (Philadelphia: Institute for the
Study of Human Issues, 1992); Oppenheim, The Other World, pp. 63-110.
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52 % g Oppenheim, The Other World, pp. 63-110; The Spiritual Magazine, No. 1 (1860), vignette; T. R., “The
Mission of Spiritualism,” The Medium and Daybreak, Vol. 1, No. 9 (Jun. 3 1870), p. 65; “The Gospel and
Spiritualism,” The Medium and Daybreak, Vol. 2, No. 58 (May 12 1871), pp. 149-150.

53 (Editorial) “Is Theosophy a Religion?” Lucifer, Vol. 3 (Nov. 1888), pp. 177-187, at p. 179; Alexander Fullerton,
“Theosophy as a Religion,” Theosophical Review, Vol. 24 (Mar. 1899), pp. 73-80, at pp. 79-80.

54 “On the Watch-Tower: The Theosophical Society,” Theosophical Review, Vol. 27 (Nov. 1900), pp. 196-197.
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% Annie Besant, “Theosophy and the Theosophical Society,” in Besant, London Lectures of 1907 (London:
Theosophical Publishing Society, 1909), pp. 47-67, at. p. 48.

% “Is Theosophy a Religion?” Lucifer, p. 180.
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% % B W. Kingslan, “Theosophy and Ecclesiasticism,” Lucifer, Vol. 7 (Dec. 1890), pp. 317-325 & Vol. 8 (Jan.,
1891), pp. 380-386; H. P. B., “The Fall of Ideals,” Lucifer, Vol. 5 (Dec. 1889), pp. 261-274.

59 (Editorial) “Is Theosophy a Religion?” Lucifer, Vol. 3 (Nov. 1888), pp. 177-187, at p. 177.

60 H, P. Blavatsky, Isis Unveiled: A Master-Key to the Mysteries of Ancient and Modern Science and Theology. Vol.
1, Science (Pasadena, CA: Theosophical University Press, 1988 [1877]), p. xIv.
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Research: Lessons from Histories of the Sciences,” Journal of the Society for Psychical Research, \ol. 72 (2008),
pp. 65-85, at pp. 76-79; Peter Lamont, Extraordinary Beliefs: A Historical Approach to a Psychological Problem
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013).

T RpARAFERD PAFOPRFFL T - R AR E i d S HPEd 3L e RTS8 F o B
w4k pARAE > 2B John Hedley Brooke, Science and Religion: Some Historical Perspectives
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991) chap 6; 2&E (¥ pRY I ERLA L Eh P RE
Fha s hp R 2t ) (AL HH) ¥ 38552010 % 6* > F 131-176 - Fs%“ﬁi%‘?a KA &
% B Frank M. Turner, Between Science and Religion: The Reaction to Scientific Naturalism in Late Victorian
England (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1974); Robert Young, Darwin’s Metaphor: Nature’s Place in
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HY 2 hC  sm e 2R R T2 - AEHEA B IR ISR 2R3 TR
EEA - £ EMERRROE A B E - REREE - NE RS EES
B R HPTEUT - 52 B 2R 2 (naturalism ) 228> fir(FIFE{E 5 1A H4— 14 (uniformity )
— UG ERERE AT S - B2 H AR - S ELLE VAR -
MHZ AP EEZAEAR B ZNER] » T2 UM AR TRV IR i ~ 28 KOsk
a5 v —{E F R R Y Ry e o R T T AR - BN o W Ry
L —EM R T B M RS R I A S 2 - EREEEATREE LK
H e — Ve B I R B E AR P I EES  NMEREF ORI > HEE S
BRI - RIBAEEEH - 372 AEE—R N — VP PSR REwm R
REMOEERSE - WIFEE R - SUBHPER Ry BRI 4 - B EAE
FEWEEIEC 0 77 T R BN R ELE | (British Association for the Advancement
of Science ) &Y - =X (John Tyndall) H#%5 [ HEY— et HIAZAETE T F}
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Victorian Culture (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985); Frank M. Turner, c: Essays in Victorian
Intellectual Life (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993); Bernard Lightman, Evolutionary Naturalism
in Victorian Britain (Farnham, UK: Ashgate, 2009); Gowan Dawson and Bernard Lightman, eds., Victorian
Scientific Naturalism: Community, Identity and Continuity (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2014);
Bernard Lightman and Michael S. Reidy, eds., The Age of Scientific Naturalism (London: Pickering & Chatto,
2014).

2 John Tyndall, Fragments of Science (New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1896), p. 197. % i f (Tyndall) » £ % A
KA %i?é&%"fﬁﬁﬂﬁ CEAREE - RS T A s’xdﬁ ot TR FEEHEREL SFF e X2 T
THRME-GWEa e > P DO E TR AR E o £F Ruth Barton, “John Tyndall, Pantheist: A
Rereading of the Belfast Address,” Osiris, 2nd series, Vol. 3 (1987), pp. 111-134; B. Lightman, The Origins of
Agnosticism: Victorian Unbelief and the Limits of Knowledge (Baltimore, 1987), pp. 146-176; Stephen S. Kim,
John Tyndall’s Transcendental Materialism and the Conflict between Religion and Science in Victorian England
(Lewiston: Mellen University Press, 1996); Ursula DeYoung, A Vision of Modern Science: John Tyndall and the
Role of the Scientists in Victorian Culture (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011).
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TEE(L - P HBEMEERE  EREMAREL I AR O R
—{E A RIS - [ i T SREEE 2 S (religion-oriented culture ) » i fs " 7

x ; 74
2, ¥4

ERPRPETEE - THLUSIEHT - B 2R (Thomas Huxley, 1825-1894 ) ~ 495 -
=(CE (JohnTyndall, 1820-1893) ~ & - 7cEEk (William Clifford, 1845-1897 ) K.
4y - J&HH5E (John Lubbock, 1834-1913) % A Ry - HZBLETIACH < ™ FIEEEA
FEMEZELR - 2 A - HEFERIRE AR 22 TR —(ER 2 T
THRYRHE S » B AR — (RN 2 A SR B R T THAVE RS L & b - IR
ABA BT N\ EHGERBESE - SR MEEE 5 2 iP5 - fEREmE L A
HEEAG B ARG > BB AT - ERDIBEANERIR A MEBLEER R 2t e
HEERE - g T AR E R ER AR B R RBEEUNE R WU
AR ALEGS | — T AR S 48 Ryg 1% ~ BN - FRERME HIRRRIRAF S > 55—T7

PHELELM UL HMEeD AL L TR Y TR TR dp5 1048 o # Turner 3 L0 & X i
BRRATEAEAT ] F 2 A 0 LRI A ZE Y ¢ ST o M S G 0 R Adrian
Desmond, “Redefining the X Axis: ‘Professionals,” ‘Amateurs’ and the Making of Mid-Victorian Biology—A
Progress Report,” Journal of the History of Biology, Vol. 34 (2001), pp. 3-50.

™ Turner, Between Science and Religion, p. 31. B4 ¥ & B 7P £ F2 > L 4¥Ld > 2R T H
Heyck, The Transformation of Intellectual Life in Victorian England (London: Croom Helm, 1982); Turner,
Contesting Cultural Authority (1993); DeYoung, A Vision of Modern Science.

TpEER R ixﬁ%iﬁl FPLALEAF > G ok p B AERE S HY mF LEF G H. Lewes -
Herbert Spencer - Leslie Stephen % 4 o & p X3 HEE X HBAERFT L EF 7 L R G 2H M %
2 AT, ARSI T RILRA NG D 5 A 2 1864 # ¢ X-Club T 5 pta fLE A A
AREHED SEFENIMIpRAAE ) L2 LS h- BEE EE > £F Ruth Barton, “Huxley,
Lubbock, and Half a Dozen Others: Professional and Gentlemen in the Formation of the X Club, 1851-1864,”
Isis, Vol. 89, No. 3 (1998), pp. 410-444; Paul White, Thomas Huxley: Making the “Man of Science”’(Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2003).
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IR E 2R LAV Tl I RSz [HRE  + A B RAYPEE " RERBISRE
ZF  BIRZImE - 52 FEEEATERE ZZE I 1860 2 1870 FUET]E
i > {2 1880 LR 2 1% » AR E LG KA SRR ) EAN RS > T4
WRHEE 2 R (B E R ST S BN B B )y ~ o F R R SR - B
( William James, 1842-1910 ) ~ == F1| - {4£%#% (Henri Bergson, 1859-1941 ) ~ &4} -
JKE (James Ward, 1843-1925) % A\ Firfiy SHAYEE X F B AR EBL 0088 T B AV LB EE 3T
B Ty SR R AT S TR IS B M R
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AT sy BRI B2 Z IR FUR B 5 [ 7> B AR E RIS EAERIEE B AR E S
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76 2 @ Turner, Contesting Cultural Authority, pp. 197-198; Bernard Lightman, “Huxley and the Devonshire
Commission,” in Dawson and Lightman, eds., Victorian Scientific Naturalism, pp. 101-130; James Elwick,
“Economies of Scales: Evolutionary Naturalists and the Victorian Examination System,” in Dawson and
Lightman, eds., Victorian Scientific Naturalism, pp. 131-156.

" % & Beatrice Webb, My Apprenticeship (London: Longmans, Green & Co., 1926), p. 130-131 - 4 & £ 5% %
W W LA RSB Bk 2 ST HEE Kk (scientific priesthood ) 4 B Francis Galton, English
Men of Science: Their Nature and Nurture (London: Macmillan, 1874), pp. 259-260. i& ## /2 & hd_» F 5 i
SEGAKRE fRA- AR E s R RN R LG A 0 p 1820 & M A YA BB ILR E
Ba PR DR R g BpEEA € 0 4B James A. Secord, Visions of Science: Books and Readers at
the Dawn of the Victorian Age (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014).

8 2 @ Turner, Between Religion and Science, p. 17.

9 %R Bernard Lightman, “Science and Culture,” in Francis O’ Gorman, ed., The Cambridge Companion to
Victorian Culture (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010), pp. 12-42, at pp. 29-38; Jenny Bourne Taylor,
“Psychology at the Fin de Siécle,” in Gail Marshall, ed., The Cambridge Companion to the Fin de Siécle
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), pp. 13-30.
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HHY " PR S Cether) STZRHR - e RBLR ) R Tl & ZVBIEATRENE : — U
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80 Hammer, Claiming Knowledge, pp. 10, 507-508.

BLppar Lt v efmEsH Bz €84 £ Iwan Rhys Morus, When Physics Became King (Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 2005).

82 «On the Watch-Tower,” Theosophical Review, Vol. 26 (Mar. 1900), p. 7; ¥ % & “On the Watch-Tower,” Theosophical
Review, Vol. 23 (Nov. 1898), pp. 195-196; Annie Besant, “Theosophy and Modern Thought,” Theosophical Review,
Vol. 30 (Dec. 1899), pp. 339-346. ipf— 4 5 i 1 isr » A AR k2 AP IE KB R o & Hd i
WERERNU B RERE L ZELFE 2R % > & Richard Noakes, “The ‘World of the Infinitely
Little’: Connecting Physical and Psychical Realities circa 1900,” Studies in History and Philosophy of Science,
\ol. 39 (2008), pp. 323-334; Richard Noakes, “Ethers, Religion and Politics in Late-Victorian Physics: Beyond
the Wynne Thesis,” History of Science, Vol. 43 (2005), pp. 415-455.
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A A ELRE B 2~ BER M B SAR e o ¥ MBI RAE R > [FE 35T
Hilg o

TEOESHEGE IR > JERIZRIREE H AR F B EFIOMER - =0 RERLE
(Michael Faraday, 1791-1867 ) <& AL - B Ak AR BN EEIREE 4

8 Wﬁdﬁﬂ €79 &l ;}ﬁ;i‘r% PR AT Ea (HenryS|di|ck) A ERRS 2 A REE O
» ﬁt%dp’“ PR LB 2 fﬁ]’i“' Fa@*“ﬁ%dﬁﬂ 2 H AT B ELERY TR LS
% B Frank Podmore The Naturallsatlon of the Supernatural (London G.P. Putman’s Sons, 1908); Gauld, The
Founders of Psychical Research; Egil Asprem, “A Nice Arrangement of Heterodoxies: William McDougall and
the Professionalization of Psychical Research,” Journal of the History of Behavioral Sciences, Vol. 460, No. 2
(2010), pp. 123-143.

84 Blavatsky, The Secret Doctrine, p. viii.

8 H. P. Blavatsky, Collected Writings. Vol. I, p. 137, 51 # Mark Bevir, “The West Turns Eastward: Madame
Blavatsky and the Transformation of the Occult Tradition,” Journal of the American Academy of Religion, Vol.
62, No. 3 (1994), pp. 747-767, at p. 751.

8 Annie Besant, “Why I Became a Theosophist,” in Saville, A Selection of the Social and Political Pamphlets of
Annie Besant, p. 17.
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8 rek f ehdp B ‘3 Ghost Society (circa 1850) ~ London Dialectical Society (1867) ~ Psychological Society
of Great Britain (1875) - Phasmatological Society (1879) 2 ## # 3 ¢

8 William B. Carpenter, Mesmerism, Spiritualism, &c.: Historically & Scientifically Considered (London:
Longmans, Green, and Co., 1877), pp. v, 114-115.

O mEE T LSRN BRIBRDF L REFEEERY

9 2 g John Tyndall, Fragments of Science for Unscientific People: A Series of Detached Essays, Lectures, and
Reviews (London: Longman, Green, and Co., 1871), pp. 427-435.

92 % @ Bown and Burdett, eds., The Victorian Supernatural, pp. xv, 23-43.
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9B L4 Wk kAP T T in L fde (A 5o & ) (The Unknown World, 1894) 22 (&7 3 4 ) (Borderland,
1893)  fE ik & ph Oy A P S AR B DR R BAE o

% Borderland, Vol. 1-2 (1894-1895), vignette.

% William T. Stead, “How We Intend to Study the Borderland,” Borderland, Vol. 1, No. 1 (July 1893), pp. 3-6, at
p. 5.

% H. P. Blavatsky, “The Negators of Science,” Lucifer, Vol. 3 (Apr. 1891), pp. 89-98, at p. 91. #g i $43t 4 4
Fe vt W AN TR (PFREH) - 2 o wdpd T RE R ket k2 - TETR A
S RFFERDE R FIE TREZ PR NEEEAOTSF O RN R 2 EZERFEH . 4R
Thomas Carlyle, “Signs of the Times,” Edinburgh Review (Jun., 1829), pp. 98-118, at p. 105.
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9 % B “The Negators of Science”; Besant, An Autobiography, pp. 346-347.

% Blavatsky, Isis Unveiled, p. xIv.

9 (Editorial) “Is Theosophy a Religion?” Lucifer, Vol. 3 (Nov 1888) pp 177-187, at pp. 185-186.

0 4 B R pFBRDAELBoR I d L 28 > FAABF 54 5 HM TR > 4B “Report of the
Committee Appointed to Investigate Phenomena Connected with the Theosophical Society,” Proceedings of
the Society for Psychical Research, Vol. 3 (1885), pp. 201-380; Oppenheim, The Other World, pp. 174-178.
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101 % B Bertram Keightley, “Science and the Soul,” Theosophical Review, Vol. 32 (May, 1903), pp. 229-238; S.
P. Sinnett, “A Great Step in Advance,” Lucifer, Vol. 4 (Sept. 1891), pp. 43-49; “On the Watch-Tower: Dr. Oliver
Lodge’s Presidential Address,” Theosophical Review, Vol. 30 (Apr. 1902), pp. 102-103; “On the Watch-Tower,”
Theosophical Review, Vol. 32 (Mar. 1903), pp. 2-6; “On the Watch-Tower: Sir Oliver Lodge’s Creed,”
Theosophical Review, Vol. 35 (Feb. 1905), pp. 483-484; G. R. S. Mead, “Reviews and Notices: Towards a
Scientific Analysis of Religious Experience,” Theosophical Review, Vol. 31 (Oct. 1902), pp. 187-190; “On the
Watch-Tower: The ‘Subconscious Self,”” Theosophical Society, Vol. 30 (Aug. 1902), pp. 487-488. i »* Lodge
r2 % Bergson ~ James H . I2H R Ay @A A6 K2 % & > 4B Courtenay Grean Raia, “From Ether
Theory to Ether Theology: Oliver Lodge and the Physics of Immortality,” Journal of the History of Behavioral
Sciences, Vol. 43, No. 1 (2007), pp. 19-43; Owen, The Place of Enchantment, pp. 135-147.

102 % g Michael Rectenwald, “Secularism and the Cultures of Nineteenth-Century Scientific Naturalism,” British
Journal of the History of Science, Vol. 46, No. 2 (Jun. 2013), pp. 231-254; Ruth Barton, “Sunday Lecture Societies:
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Delivered in 1895,” in Essays and Addresses. Vol. 2, The Spiritual Life (London: The Theosophical Publishing
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43, at p. 43; Annie Besant, The New Civilisation: Four Lectures Delivered at the Queen s Hall, London (London:
Theosophical Publishing House, 1927).
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(London: Theosophical Publishing Society, 1904).
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136 Besant, Laws of the Higher Life, p. 47.
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